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Good afternoon,

The objective of my presentation is to describe how a 

region, as well as all french regions, are organized 

currently at regional level in order to implement the 

INSPIRE directive. I will also explain you that french 

regions would like to get organized at European level so 

that the implementation of the directive is successful and 

efficient.
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The Gers Chamber of Commerce and Industry has been one of 

the first key-players to introduce geomatics in France in 1998 

thanks to European projects of research and interregional 

cooperation.  
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This 3-stage rocket summarizes our regional, interregional and 

European approach regarding the participation of regions in the 

implementation of the INSPIRE directive. 
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It should be stressed that the production of geographic 

information and their updating in particular, depend a lot on 

local and regional levels. 
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Geomatics has significantly raised awareness to elected 

representatives as well as to local and regional key-players 

regarding the usefulness of the New Technologies of 

Information and Communication. Indeed, geoportals allow 

displaying cultural and natural inheritance and Geographic 

Information Systems can be used as decision-making tools by 

policymakers. 
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Provinces and regions need to be interoperable for their 

communication, in particular regarding schemes of land 

management. Therefore, they have understood very well the 

usefulness of the directive. However, very few regions in France 

have the skills in order to follow the construction of the 

directive. Unfortunately, the work of SDIC and other LMO is 

completely incomprehensible by the players and stakeholders of 

geographic information.
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The Gers CCI with a project team in geomatics of ten persons 

has all necessary technical skills in order to gather the State 

services at regional level, the Regional Authority as well as many 

local public authorities. The transposition of the INSPIRE 

directive in the french law has been a determinant factor which 

speeded up the creation of the CRIGEOS in Midi Pyrenees. 
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It has been very difficult to gather the elected representatives 

of the eight provinces in Midi Pyrenees regarding the stakes of 

the INSPIRE directive. In fact, it takes a long time to obtain the 

agreements between local and regional elected representatives. 

Furthermore, their decisions to invest together require a rather 

complicated process.
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Here you have the logos of the leader partners and members of 

the CRIGEOS Steering Committee: State, Region, 5 provincial 

authorities, 3 associations of municipalities, the French Order of 

Land Surveyors and the organization which developed a 

Geographic Information System throughout the massif of 

Pyrenees
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Except for technical skills in geomatics, cooperation among the 

key players of a region requires to get used to working online. 

Indeed, the dimension of the Midi Pyrenees region and the 

multiple tasks for the implementation of the INSPIRE directive 

require online meetings (call and video conferences, wiki peges, 

file library, etc).

The intranet site of collaborative work is an essential tool to 

share skills. 
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The objective of the feasibility and implementation phases of 

CRIGEOS is to produce a Spatial Data Infrastructure which can 

be implemented as a « generic application » in all provincial and 

local platforms. It is true that many local elected representatives 

are afraid of delegating a part of their missions to the regional 

level for political reasons. Therefore, the idea is to create an 

inter-provincial network with regional purposes so that 

everybody can appropriate the SDI tool at his own level. 
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The concrete applications that have been requested by local and 

regional elected representatives have lead us to organize the 

CRIGEOS in several workgroups. Each workgroup works on 

specific topics and it is coordinated by key-players who have 

significant skills in the domain of each workgroup. Over 150 

partners exchange their good practices within the CRIGEOS 

workgroups. 
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Recently, the IGN (The national french Geographic date 

provider) decided to provide the products of the RGE catalog 

almost free of charg to all public institutions and organisations, 

in line with the recommendations of the INSPIRE directive. This 

announcement, which was made in January 2011, changed 

deeply the priorities of the grouped purchases of CRIGEOS.
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In France, four types of SDI platforms are used: PRODIGE, 

developed by the State services, Georchestra used in Britanny, 

Easy SDI, usedn in Midi Pyrenees and AMIGO, developed in the 

Provence Côte d’Azur region. These different softwares require 

a dialog between the regions so that their functionalities are 

interoperable and in order to make their exchanges easier. This 

is the objective of the CRIGE network, that I will present you in a 

few minutes. 
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I have already said that the creation of a regional partnership 

gathering local authorities takes a lot of time: we needed 2 

years and half to create the CRIGEOS, which will take a final 

decision on its governance before the end of 2011.
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Very quickly, the CRIGEOS wished to take profit from the actions 

of the other french regional platforms. The Gers CCI, member of 

the AFIGEO association, suggested the creation of an informal 

network of interregional cooperation among the french SDI 

platforms. Nowdays, this networks is composed of eighteen out 

of the twenty seven french regions. 
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This map shows the number of geographic information 

platforms implemented in each french region at regional and 

local level. In total, there are forty nine in France and the 

maximum is five platforms in dark blue colour. 

In the right column you can see the eighteen regions that 

collaborate within the CRIGEs network. 
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In this slide you can see the logos of the eighteen platforms that 

cooperate in the frame of the CRIGEs network 
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The CRIGEs network works online to avoid travel costs as much 

as possible. We hold monthly call conferences and we meet 

twice per year. We use all opportunities of the intranet site of 

collaborative work, we are supported by the AFIGEO and we 

exchange good practices for the implementation of the INSPIRE 

directive. 
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The CRIGEs network has implemented a model regarding the 

architecture of spatial data which is based on the INSPIRE 

directive. This figure presents on the top the applications for 

users that can be consulted online. In the bottom, you can see 

the tools for the administrators who manage the web services. 

It should be stressed that this architecture will be implemented 

by each SDI platform, no matter which is the software used by 

each platform. 
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At European level, we think that it is important to take the 

example of the CRIGE network 

1. Federate in each Member State the regional platforms

2. Launch an initiative so that regions exchange their good 

practices for the implementation of the INSPIRE directive by 

coordinating the networks of regional CRIGE. This is the 

objective of the ENERGIC proposal
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The Gers CCI has already submitted the ENERGIC proposal twice 

in the frame of the  E CONTENT PLUS and the GMES 

programmes without succes.
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Within the E CONTENT PLUS programme (geographic 

information), the idea was:

1. To develop a cooperation between the geographic 

information projects already funded by the European Union in 

order to exploit their results efficiently, in line with the INDPIRE 

directive. 

2. TO build a European network of national networks of regional 

CRIGEs in order to exchange good practices. 
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In the frame of the GMES topic of the Seventh Framework 

Programme, our proposal aimed at making the regional 

networks of geographic information, the support for the 

diffusion of the GMES applications for agriculture, 

environnement, etc
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