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ESDIN is an e-content plus project that finished in February. This is one of the outcomes to be presented. More information on the 
website.



Laying the foundations for a harmonized European SDI 
of INSPIRE-compliant services

Maximizing public and private use
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National INSPIRE services are only the first step towards fulfilling the INSPIRE promise. 
The ESDIN project tasked itself with laying the foundations of a harmonised European SDI of 
INSPIRE-compliant services in order to maximize use and re-use of INSPIRE data and services 
by both public and private bodies.
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To achieve this goal, harmonization challenges in different domains needed to be faced. A lot 
of the work in ESDIN was of a technical nature, having to do with edge matching, data 
modeling, geometric generalization and transformation. 
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An important missing link in making re-use of INSPIRE public sector data possible is in the 
licensing and pricing domain. 
Previous attempts to harmonize NMCA data licenses on a European level had not led to 
tangible results.
Within ESDIN, a different approach was taken. 
Instead of trying to harmonize the licenses and pricing models entirely, we devised the Geo 
Product Finder as a tool to fill the gap between the available INSPIRE services, and the user.
The Geo Product Finder should enable many different categories of end users to find the right 
combination of data, price and license, hiding the boring complexities of the licensing and 
pricing systems from them.
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Doing this required for us to think outside the box. 
As said, harmonization had been attempted many times before and never with much success.
So we knew this was not the way to go.
We developed a new concept: the Geo Product Finder. 
The end user was always first on our minds when developing it. 
We considered various use cases, ranging from an iPhone developer seeking cross-border data for a mobile application, to ..........
Also incorporate open data sources that could be useful.
A strong focus on usability. Offer explanations in layman terms.
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Here’s how it works.
The way from data provider to end user involves a three step process which is outlined here. 
To enable all the providers with their different licensing and pricing mechanisms to participate in the Geo Product Finder, a Modular License 
System was devised. The idea is here that every license could be modeled using a limited set of characteristics - the modules.
This modular system was then translated to a decision tree. This decision tree captures all combinations of license modules in a series of 
multiple choice questions.
The Licensing Wizard is the user-facing implementation of this decision tree. The end user is presented with his licensing options for the 
INSPIRE theme and region of his choice after he answers the questions in a wizard-style interface. 
This way, the complexity of all the different licensing and pricing mechanisms is hidden from the user. The end user gets a transparent and 
clear way to find and license INSPIRE data products / services, and the NMCAs are not forced to harmonize their licenses.
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