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Outline

Background to Policy Evaluation and ‘ICT 
Assessment’

Our approach and key elements for location 
interoperability ‘policy screening’

Possible feedback/advice through the ELISE 
Knowledge Base Service
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EULF Blueprint
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EULF Recommendations
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EULF problem & opportunity statements

“A lack of policy coherence has led to contradictions, 
inconsistences and gaps between different policies dealing with 
geospatial data and information, hindering its effective use in 
e-government services”.

“A coherent approach to use and share information, and in 
particular location information can be a key means to assess 
and communicate between policies, to reduce conflicts between 
interacting policies, to enhance synergies between policies, and 
to avoid or reduce duplication and fragmentation, including in 
the data/information they use”.
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Some questions for scope

To what extent can we help align policy with the EU’s 
objectives/strategies/priorities for location interoperability? 

What could ‘legal interoperability’ look like at the data level?

What could an ICT Assessment Method (for both EU and 
Member States) with location interoperability elements look like 
for more in-depth analysis?

How could existing INSPIRE interoperability assets across the 
EIF (and other supporting instruments) aid this assessment? 
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Better Regulation aims to

• Simplify policy-making
• Streamline legislation
• Improve the quality of new legislation
• Reduce administrative burden
• Enhancing transparency in the EU decision-

making process
• Ensure monitoring of policy implementation

… backed by the involvement of stakeholders
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Better Regulation allows

• new policy takes into account existing 
legislation and initiatives, 

• proposals do not duplicate existing 
provisions and that they integrate 
effectively with current scenarios, 

• flexibility and adapting to changes in the 
technological landscape
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Better Regulation Toolbox- Tool #27 

“Assessment of ICT Implications of New Legislation” 

We used:
ICT Register of Roadmaps: A tool implemented to 
identify/screen new initiatives requiring a full assessment 
through selection criteria (on a monthly basis) 
Inception Impact Assessment also can be screened to 
identify those having potential ICT implications.

Run by DIGIT, it also involves the sharing and reuse of 
solutions and the promotion of ICT buildings blocks under 
CEF Digital

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/file_i
mport/better-regulation-toolbox-27_en_0.pdf
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Our approach and key 
elements for location 

interoperability ‘policy 
screening’
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Experiment

Adapt the selection criteria in the ICT Register of 
Roadmaps and introduce a limited number of new 
criteria for location-relevant data, information, 
services and solutions

Criteria would have a high identification capability to 
aid screening/triggering for more detailed work

Testing with a sample of 50 initiatives
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Key selection criteria examples

DIGIT and JRC agreed and a tight mapping to other 
existing criteria- i.e. “ICT” could be substituted with 
the term “location” for screening

- Direct criterion “Are existing specific location and 
data policies / initiatives referred to in the 
initiative?”

- Indirect/supporting criterion "Are spatial data and 
information relevant for the specific initiative?” 
(i.e. some expertise needed)

- Other criteria helped to identify policies with a 
light relevance
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Possible 
feedback/advice 

through the ELISE 
Knowledge Base 

Service
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Recorded outputs

• Policy description
• Possible relationship with EULF 

Blueprint recommendations, including 
related best practices 

• Possible relationship with INSPIRE:
• INSPIRE Theme(s)
• Find Your Scope content (spatial objects, 

code lists, application schemas) e.g. “port”
• + Technical approaches, geoportal data 

etc.
• Negative cases noted for later 

analyses
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An environmental example



19



20



21

Next steps

Refinement of content and template development for 
the ELISE KBS, based on INSPIRE Knowledge base 
and other resources, as well as recent JRC advice to:

• Best practices in terms of management of data 
standards

• Correct language in specifications for location info 
on alternative fuel infrastructure

• Directive 2017/2397 on inland navigation
• Maritime Single Window
• Intelligent Transport Systems (C-ITS) 

specifications
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Conclusions

• As small addition to an existing process is helping 
to raise awareness about location’s role at the 
cross-roads between interoperability and policy-
making

• Policy alignment may emerge from this interaction 
but legal interoperability has many facets

• Some screening can be done by anyone but expert 
interpretation implies training needs for those 
creating and receiving advice

• INSPIRE’s assets could be reused in new policies 
but timing in the process could be important

… Could this approach also be ‘reused’ in other 
policy-making contexts?
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http://inspire.ec.europa.eu/

Want to know more?

The ELISE action is undertaken with the support of ISA². 

ISA² is a EUR 131 million programme of the European Commission which develops digital solutions that enable 
interoperable cross-border and cross-sector public services for the benefit of public administrations, businesses 
and citizens across the EU.

ISA² supports a large range of actions and solutions. The ISA² solutions can be used free of charge and are open 
source when related to IT. 

ISA² - IT solutions for less bureaucracy  You click, we link. Follow us on twitter.

ELISE
European Location
Interoperability Solutions
for e-Government

Get started:  ELISE Action page

Join and collaborate: ELISE Community

Stay tuned:        @EULocation

http://ec.europa.eu/isa, ISA@ec.europa.eu


